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Letter from Minister

Dear Northgate URC,

The commercial focus for February, Valentine’s Day, means the shops will filled with red heart cards, cute teddy bears
and chocolates abound in every shape and size. Advertising goes into overdrive. ‘Love is in the air’ by John Paul Young
is played on the radio, whether we like it or not. So, love is the theme for the whole of February as every penny is eked
out of people.

But as Christians we don’t limit the celebration of love to one month of the year. It is a part of our every Sunday
worship. Every Christian Festival and is the theme tune to who we are in God.

The bible shares the love story of God and humanity with us, if you search ‘love’ in the bible it comes up 686 times and
covers almost every possible ‘love’ scenario.

'We are made by love and made to love.

'We are encouraged to view ourselves as made in the image of a God of love, so to value ourselves for the woven
together humans that God declares us to be blessed and with all God’s creation to be ‘very good’.

'We are asked to show our love in action through loving our neighbour, those that are vulnerable and those needing help.
To be God’s active love in the world seeking justice and mercy for all. Our neighbour is not only human beings but also
the natural world that we are called to love and nurture.

'We are challenged to love our enemies. To overcome our own hurts, prejudices and limitations, to love even those we
struggle with in our lives. Not to be confused with allowing abuse of any kind, love holds boundaries and being

concerned for the ‘others’ wellbeing as well as ourselves.

Love is at the heart of the Christmas story, the birth of the Messiah in the world. Love taking on this messy world to
show us love and commitment. Love that reached down and took on our human story. A love that never lets us go.

In communion we say that the ‘the cross is the sign of your arms stretched out in love for us’. The cross, our Easter
story, was the ultimate sign of love for humanity. Jesus was not going to betray his love for God and us, he loved us so

much he lost his life for us.

May we be loving examples of Christ in all that we do, all that we are and may we celebrate the month of ‘love’
knowing for us that is every month x

Blessings,

Nadene




From The Editors Preachers for February/March
Deadline for the next magazine will be on:
Saturday 22" March February
9" — Helen Cooper
We hope everyone enjoys the first issue of 2025. Please don’t | [16™ — Meg Thomson

hesitate to get in touch with anything you would like in the 23" — Rev Nadene Snyman
magazine.

March
Get in touch at: vickimilligan@live.co.uk 2" _ Rev Dr J Ellison (Communion)
'We hope to hear from you for the next issue. 9™ — Derek Jackson

16" — Rev Nadene Snyman
Just for a laugh... 23" — Harry Bunting

30" — Rev Ian Ring

What did the skillet eat on its birthday?

Pan-cakes! 6h April — Rev Nadene Snyman (Communion)

Knitted Harvest ﬂ

Northgate
—
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Harvest this year will be on Sunday 26th October and {

will be led by our Nadene. We no longer have a large 7\~ * J & -
display of fruit and vegetables, and the colourful display dm /—-U.%
is missed. This year (with Nadene’s blessing) we are DNy Loy

hoping to have a knitted harvest display. (Crochet or

J I“
sewn are acceptable too)We hope all church members SPR i “G f AYR‘
will be involved.

Rev Val Towler has knitted some fruit and veg to start us

off. She has also provided different coloured wool and Easter Cards and Gifts  Easter Egg Tombola
patterns. These will be in church for you to choose a

wool and a fruit etc. Of course you are welcome to do Cake Stall

your own.

'Val said if we start now we should have a great show by Hand Made Jewellery Refreshments

October and guess what the vegetables don’t rot.

I will negotiate with craft team as to where it will be
stored so that you can access it.

I am beginning small by knitting a plum, I shall work up

to a cauliflower.
I believe some of you are knitting squares, this does not saturdav 29“‘ MalGII 2025

mean you can’t take part in the great Harvest Display 10.30am -1 00']“]
Project! ) l it L yg
Looking forward to seeing it take shape. Invite your > *]‘ | | l 2
friends to help too. ) .
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Maranny -

Anne Jeavons is 80!!!

ALL FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO JOIN ME
On Sunday 23" February 2025
IN NORTH&SATE CHURCH HALL
TO CELEBRATE MY 80'™ BIRTHDAY!
Drep in between 2&4 pm, noe need to reply.
Ne presents, just fun, laughter, and memories of shared
friendship over the years




Praying at Northgate

When we all started realising that repairing and renovating Northgate Church could be a real possibility, many church|
people in various discussions agreed that we should try to link into the community around the church in the Northgate
area once we were up and running once more. Northgate is an area with a degree of poverty, crime and people with many
problems and any chats we had with the local Council made it clear that there would be ways we could provide
opportunities and a meeting place to provide some sort of help. We have opened our doors to quite a number of activities
since, and most are providing a welcome income which is genuinely needed to pay our required dues to Synod, and to
keep the building in good repair for the future. But as yet no very obvious way to give support or help in the community|
has been apparent. One day a fellow Elder remarked that we do not even pray for the surrounding neighbourhood in|
church. Which set me thinking!

Could we start setting aside an hour- probably once a month- in church where anyone who wished could come and sit
quietly in the Sanctuary and pray. Pray for the neighbourhood, any specific needs there that we know about, the church
and for ourselves as we each seek to serve God and do his will in whatever way is needed. I would envisage us having a
board propped up with any specific needs flagged up. Prayer could be silent or spoken as people felt prompted.

IAnd people could just drop in, leave when they wished. Just very simple. You don’t have to ‘be good at praying’! You|
don’t have to open your mouth! Just wanting to hold needs and cares up to the Lord is all that is needed.

If you think you might be interested, could you message or speak to me so that we could sort out a good day and time to
start?

/Anne Jeavons 07974 710406

Christmas 2024 at Northgate URC
B ik

Christmas is always a special time in the church calendar. As I look back at Christmas 2024
I would like to thank everyone who made it such a blessed time.

. Carol singers at Rydal Care home — what a joy to see residents come to life as they sang
along to traditional carols without even looking at the words; the smile on children’s faces

‘ 2 Santa visited the Children’s Christmas party — over 20 children associated with the church
havmg fun and laughter games and food; our nativity service complete with hay bales and lowing cattle; seeing the
church full on Christmas Eve, carols by candle light accompanied by the music group, with seasonal readings and an
insight into why we have candy canes at Christmas; Christmas morning with sparklers and dancing, bubbles, coffee and
chocolates;

/A huge thank you to all who helped in anyway — singing, playing, supervising, organising and arranging, providing
refreshments, cleaning the church, decorating the church, putting out tables and chairs, and let’s not forget the Christmas
Tree Elves. Thank you to all those who came along to take part, to be part of Northgate’s Christmas.

The theme for Christmas Day service was ‘putting the sparkle back into Christmas’
Putting the sparkle back into

i ] ; ; ; Christmas
Christmas is not always an easy time for everyone. Putting Christ at the centre can ol

often be a challenge. Amidst all the celebrations and joys of Christmas at Northgate  .prince of peace
I pray we shared the joy of Christ’s Birthday and hopefully put a little sparkle into *Almighty God

the hearts of those who joined us over the festive period. ghedegmer

*King of Kings

*Lord of Lords
*Emmanuel God with us

Thank you to all who made is so special. Dot.

Ps: only 349 days til Christmas 2025

Social Activities Committee

/After many years , I have decided to step down from this Committee. I would like to thank the other members and
friends who have supported our activities in the past years.

Margaret Cockrill
Convenor.




Prayer Partners 2025

1. Prayer for activists - By Global Justice Now

Dear God, we at Global Justice Now come to you with heavy hearts,
seeking peace in a world overwhelmed by conflict and violence.
We pray for an end to war and the suffering it brings, and for the

courage to stand against the forces of oppression and injustice.

We ask for your guidance in our efforts to address the root causes
of conflict, including the unchecked power of corporations that
fuel climate change and perpetuate inequality.

Help us to challenge their greed and exploitation, and to create

a world where all people can live with dignity and respect.

We pray for the people of Gaza, and all those who suffer daily under
the weight of state violence and oppression. Give them strength
and resilience in the face of adversity and help us to stand in
solidarity with them as they struggle for freedom and justice.

We thank you for the work of activists across the world, who
tirelessly advocate for a more just and peaceful world. Bless their
efforts and multiply their impact, so that together we may build a

world where peace reigns and all people can thrive. Amen.

2. Prayer for peace - By Maurice Omorojie, URC

Eternal loving God, full of justice and peace,
We pray that your justice become more visible in our communities
and in the wider world, to dismantle wars and the powers that
fan its flames.
We pray that your Holy Spirit will possess our human governments and
fallible justice systems and transform it into your perfect reign that
caters for peace and extends loving kindness to all Your creation.
We remember students and pupils, in places like Gaza, Northern
Nigeria, Ukraine, Myanmar, Syria, and so on, who are caught up
in the evil of war and terror and have had their learning disrupted.
God of the weak, may Your power propel and take charge of every
peace talk and agreement, and continue to empower programmes
like Commitment for Life, Christian Aid, and Global Justice Now
to constantly be your hands and legs in our world, showing your
benevolence and bringing hope to many. Especially, we pray Your
comfort, restore, and illuminate the state of mind of these students
and pupils to cope and be able to carry-on with their learning, as
we continue to trust in Your work of justice and peace in our world.
Through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

3. Prayer for Palestine — By Omar Haramy, Sabeel

Heavenly Father, we come before You with heavy hearts, seeking
Your divine intervention in a world marred by conflict and sorrow.
Open the eyes and hearts of those in power, those who hold
the capacity to end bloodshed and halt the cycles of violence.
Grant them the wisdom and the will to act justly and to foster
peace where there is strife.

Lord, empower each of us who feel helpless, who believe we cannot
make a difference. Instil in us the courage to be peacemakers,
to stand firm in the face of adversity, and to continue the work
of reconciliation and love. Let Your Spirit inspire and guide us in
these efforts.

We pray for those who have lost family, friends, and neighbours to
violence. Comfort them in their sorrow, envelop them in Your
love, and heal their wounded spirits. In their grief, help them find
the peace that only You can provide.




